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1. A brief description of the course 

Academic Reading skills aim at improving the way in which students carry out research 

reading. It directs students towards developing their skills for reading articles and masterpieces 

in gender studies academically so that they could be more efficient and learn to read for 

academic purposes. Similarly, it will explore how they can develop critical reading skills, how 

to interact more effectively with texts and avoid plagiarism. 

The Academic Writing course is designed to help students develop the academic research and 

writing skills needed to complete the thesis and other requirements for the MA degree. It will 

provide students with the basic tools to write on different topics, to organize arguments and 

respect the APA style and other norms of writing. They will be introduced to different forms of 

academic writing. 

 

2. Objective of the course 

- The course intends to develop students' skills for reading articles and masterpieces in gender 

studies academically so that they could be more efficient and learn to read for academic 

purposes.  

- It teaches students strategies for reading and how to be active and critical readers.  

- It initiates students to the process of academic writing. 

- It introduces students to the skills of reviewing the literature and using information from 

outside sources; they will learn how to acknowledge sources and avoid plagiarism.  

- It makes students familiar with styles and norms of writing and academic paper and focus on 

the APA style, in particular. 
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3. Learning outcomes  



                                       

 

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 Read articles and masterpieces in gender studies academically, reflect on what they read 

and be active and critical readers. 

 Complete writing tasks on different topics related to gender respecting the requirements 

of academic writing.  

 Acknowledge sources to avoid plagiarism while respecting the APA style and other 

norms of writing. 

 

 

*Asterisks means optional here 

4. Teaching method 

 

The course will be delivered in the form of seminars. The seminars will allow students to 

discuss, reflect on and debate different themes related to the course. The students will also have 

the opportunity to discuss pieces of writing.  

 

 

5. Distribution of workload for students (i.e. lectures, seminars, individual work in 

hours, and total)  

   Attendance and active participation in class.  

 .  Attendance will be taken to “participation” grade. 15% 

  • Reading assignments, on schedule. 15% 

  • Discussion 15% 

  • Mid-term Exam 20 % 

  •Final Exam35%  

 

 6. Assessment  

  a. Methods of assessment  

  - A final written exam 

.  Percentages allocated to each method of assessment 

 Attendance: 15% 

  • Reading assignments, on schedule. 15% 

  • Discussion 15% 

  • Mid-term Exam 20 % 



                                       

 

  •Final Exam35% 

 

 

7. Course schedule 

 

Week 1:  Introducting Academic reading and writing 

The session will start with an introduction to the course description content  

Your preparation for this class: This is supposed to be an orientation week for students. Students 

will be familiar with the outline of the whole course. Students will be given tasks for the 

following week about Academic Reading (Definitions, purposes, and difficulties).  

 

Week 2: Academic reading Fundamentals  

In this session, students are required to share information about the given task. The focus will be 

on defining Academic Reading and reading purposes. Students will also discuss their difficulties 

in reading academic papers. 

Your preparation for this class: Students are asked to come in class with some preparation about 

Academic Reading. Students should come to class with a written answer to the following 

questions.  

- What is academic reading? 

- What are Academic reading purposes?  

- What are the difficulties in reading academic papers? 

 

Required readings: 

Hurst, E., Ed. (2011). Academic Literacy Workshops : A handbook for Students and Instructors. 

University of Capetown. 

Week 3 Identifying resources for academic reading  

This session focuses on criteria for selecting sources for reading, types of academic papers, and 

the structure of academic books and research papers. 

 

Your preparation for this class:  Students are assigned readings to come to this session prepared 

to discuss these: 

- Criteria for selecting sources for reading 

- Types of academic papers 

- The structure of academic books and research papers.  



                                       

 

Required readings: 

Hurst, E., Ed. (2011). Academic Literacy Workshops : A handbook for Students and Instructors. 

University of Capetown. 

Week 4: Effective reading strategies  

In this session, the focus will be on Skimming, Scanning, and Reading for details. 

 

Your preparation for this class:  Using the assigned readings, you come to class with information 

about the following strategies: 

- Skimming 

- Scanning 

- Reading for details 

 

Required readings: 

Henderson, E. (2015). The Active Reader : Strategies for Academic Reading and Writing. 3rd 

Ed. Oxford :University Press. 

Week 5: active reading 

In this session, elements of active reading will be presented.  

 

Your preparation for this class: Using the assigned readings and other resources, you come to 

class with information about: 

- Reading critically 

- Tools used in active Reading  

 

Required readings: 

Henderson, E. (2015). The Active Reader : Strategies for Academic Reading and Writing. 3rd 

Ed. Oxford :University Press. 

 

Week 6: Introducting Academic Writing 

In this session, students are required to share information about the given task. The focus will be 

on defining Academic Writing and its types. Students will also discuss their difficulties in 

writing academically. 



                                       

 

Your preparation for this class: Students are asked to come in class with some preparation about 

Academic Writing. Students should come to class with a written answer to the following 

questions.  

- What is academic writing? 

- What are the types of academic writing?  

- What are the difficulties in writing academic papers? 

 

Required readings:  

Murray, R., & Moore, S. (2006). The Handbook of Academic Writing : A Fresh Approach. 

Birkshire: McGraw-Hill.  

 

Week 7: Academic reading Fundamentals  

This session will focus on writing scales and the criteria of a good piece of writing. Students will 

also look at samples of paragraphs and essays for identifying problems and important elements in 

pieces of writing.  

Your preparation for this class: Students are asked to come in class with some preparation about 

Academic Writing. Students should come to class with a written answer to the following 

questions.  

- What writing scales? 

- What are the criteria of a good piece of writing?  

 

Required readings: 

Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (2006). Writing Academic English. 4th Ed. N.Y: Longman. 

Week 8: The process of academic writing 

The main focus of this class is to introduce students to the process of academic writing so that 

they learn how to avoid the writer’s block and produce effective pieces of writing using different 

stages of writing : Prewriting, Organizing/Outling, Drafting, Revising, and Editing.  

Your preparation for this class: Using the assigned readings and other resources, students should 

come with information about the following: 

- What is the process of writing? 

- What are the components of this process?  

 

Required readings: 

Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (2006). Writing Academic English. 4th Ed. N.Y : Longman. 



                                       

 

See Appendix A (The writing process) 

 

Week 9: Reviewing the literature: acknowledging sources and avoiding plagiarism 

 

This session stresses the writing of the theoretical part of a research paper, namely the review of 

literature. It will discuss citing and acknowledging sources in order to avoid plagiarism. 

Your preparation for the class: Students should use the assigned readings and other resources in 

order to provide information about : 

 

- Citing 

- Quoting 

- Paraphrasing 

- Summarising 

 

Required readings: 

Jordan, R.R. (1999). Academic Writing Course: Study Skills in English. 3rd Ed. Oxfordshire: 

Pearson Education Limited.  

 

Week 10: The APA style 

 

This session focuses on styles and norms of writing academic papers, particularly the APA style. 

The discussion will be about the elements of the APA styles and how to identify this style in 

academic papers in addition to quoting and citing using this style. 

 

Your preparation for the class: Students should use the assigned readings and other resources in 

order to provide information about : 

 

- Components of the APA style  

- Quoting information directly and indirectly 

- In-text citations and citing references 

 

Required readings: 

Hacker, D., & Sommers, N. (2013).A Pocket Style Manual: APA Version. 6th Ed. Bedford/St. 

Martin’s: Boston. 



                                       

 

 

Recommended reading 

Bailey, S. (2009). Academic writing: a handbook for international students (2nd ed., reprinted). 

London: Routledge.  

Barton, David, Mary Hamilton and Roz Ivanič. (2000). Situated Literacies: Reading and Writing 

in Context. London: Routledge. 

Brause, R. S. (2012). Writing your doctoral dissertation: Invisible rules for success. Routledge. 

Collins, Cathy. (1991). Reading Instruction That Increases Thinking Abilities, Journal of 

Reading (Special Issue - Thinking and Learning Across the Curriculum), 34: 7, 510-516. 

Falconer, J. (2015). Academic Writing handbook, Guidance for students. London.  

Murphy, A.(2009). General Guide for Academic Writing and Presentation of Written 

Assignments. Dublin Institute of Technology.  

Noris, C. (2016). Academic Writing in English. University of Helsinki.  

Perrin, R. (2012). Pocket guide to APA style (4th ed). Boston, MA: Wadsworth Cengage 

Learning. 

Whitaker, A. (2009). Academic Writing Guide. City U, Bratislava. 

 


